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6 MARK TWAIN

danger. and the lad fled on the instant, scrambled up the high

board-fence, ancl disappeared over it. His Aunt Polly srood surprised

a moment. and Lhen broke into a gentle 1augh.
'Hang the bol', can't I nerer learn anything? Ain't he played me

tricks enough like that tbr me to be looking out for him by this

timel But old tbols is the biggest fools there is Can't learn anv old

dog ner', tricks, as the safing is But. rny goodness. he never plays

them alike two days, and how is a body to know what's conring?

He 'pears to know jLrsr how long he can torment me before I get

m1, dander up, lnd he knows if he can make out to put nle otT for
a minule or make rne laugh. it's all down again, and I can't hit him

a lick I nin't doing nry duty b1' that bor,, and that's the Lord's truth,

goodness knows. Spare the rod and spile the child. as the good book

sals. I'rn a-la1ing up sin and suffering tbr us both, / know He's

full of rhe old \cratch, but laws-a-rnel he's my own dead sister's

boy. poor thing. and I ain't got the heart to lash him. somehow.

Everl,time I let him off my conscieuce does hurt me so: and every

time I hit him nr1 old heart most breaks. Well-a-well, rnan that is
born of a u onran is of few days and iull of trouble. as the Scripture

savs. and I reckon it's so He'll play hookey this evening, and I'11

just be obliged to make him u'ork to-rnorrow, to punish him. Tt's

mightr hard to make him work Saurdays, when all the boys is having

a holiday. bur he hates work more than he hates anything else, and

I'r'e got 1o do sorne of my duty b), him. or I'll be the ruination of
the child

Tom did plav hookel,, and he hird a very good time. He got back

honre barely in season to help Jim, the sntall coloured bo1'. 5n* n"*,
dar's uood and split the kindlings before supper- at least he was

there in time to teli his adventures to Jim rvhile Jim did three-fourths

of the uork Tom s lounger brother (or rather. halt'-brother) Sid was

ah'eird1 throrLgh rrirh his part of the work (picking up chips), for he

wtrs a quiet bo1. and had no adrenttrrous, tloublesome ways. While
Tom rvas eating his supper and stealing sugar as opportunity oftered,

ALrnt PolJl' asked hint questions that were firlJ of guile, and very

deep for she wanted to trap hin'r into damaging reveallnents Like
rnanv other simple-hearted souls, it tvas hel pet vanity to believe

she rvas endou'ed r.vith a talent for dark and rlysterious diplornacy.

and she loved to conterlplate her most transparent devices as marvels
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,.r cunning. Said she: 'Torn, it was middling wium in school.
: : irl'

\es 'm'
Pouertirl warm. wzLm't it?'
\:s 'm'
Drdn't you want to go in a-swimming. Tom'l'
\ bit of a scare shoL through Tom a touch of uncomfortable

.:i,-ion He searched Aunt Polly's f)ce, but it told him nothing.
I :-a \iiid:

\() m well. not very much'
fhe old iady reached out her hand and l-elt Tom's shirt. and

But 1ou ain't too warnl now, though'
\nd it flattered her to reflect that she had cliscovered that the

- - \\ as dry without anybody knou,ing that that was what she had
1.'r mind But in spite of her. Tom knew where the wind 1ay
, So he forestalled what might be the next move.

Some of us pumped on our heads - mine's damp yet. See?'
\unt Polly was vexed to think she had overlooked that bit of

- r:.lrnstantial evidence. and rnissed a trick. Then she had a new
:: ]TAIION:

Ton. you didn't have to undo ),our shirt collar where I seu,ed

-- pump on your head. did you? Unbutton 1,our jacketl'
The trouble vanished out of Tom's tace He opened his jacket

: r ihirt collar was securely sewed.
Bothell Well, go '1ong u,ith you. I made sure you'd played

rkel and been a-swimming But I forgive ye. Torl I reckon
r re a kind of a singed cat. as the saying is better'n 1,ou look

.ilrr tirle'
She was half sorry her sagacity had miscarried. and half glad

:,:t Tom had stumbled into obedient conduct for once
But Sidnev saicl:

\\'ell, now, if I didn't think _vou sewed his co1lar with white
:ead. but iL's black.'

\\'h1,. I did se\\, it wirh white! Tom!'
BLrt Tom did not wair for the rest. As he went out of the door

::aid:
Siddy, I'11 lick 1,eLt for that'
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8 MARKTWAIN

In a safe place Tom examined two large needles which were
thrust into the lapels oi his jacket - and had thread bound about
them - one needle car-ried white thread and the other black. He
said:

'She'd nerer noticed if it hadn't been fbr Sid. Confound it.
sometimes she servs it with white. and sometimes she sews it with
black I wish to geeminy she'd stick to one or t'other - / can't keep
the run of'em But I bet you I'll Iam Sid fbr that If I don't, blarne
mY cats'

He was not the model boy of the lillage. He kneu,the model
bol r,eri, well though - irnd loathed hinr

\\'ithin two minutes. or even less. he had fbrgotten ail his
Lroubles. Not because hjs troubles were one whit less heavy lnd
bitter to him than a man's are to a man. but because a ncw and
pouerful interes[ bore thern down ancl clrove them out of his mind
fol the time - just as men's rnisfortunes are forgoLten in the excite-
ment of new enterprises. This new interest was a valned novelty in
whistling. lvhrch hc had.just acquired liom a negro, and he w,as

suffering to pritctise it undisturbed. It consisted in a peculiar bird-like
turn, a sor1 o1'liqLrid warble. produced by touching the tongue to the
roof of the mouth at short intervals in the midst of the music The
reader probabiy remembers how to do rt if he has ever been a bov
Diligence and attention soon gave him the knack oi it, and he stlode
down the street with his mouth firll of harmony and his soul full of
_qratitlrde He f'elt nruch as an astronomer feels who has discovered
a neu planet. No doubt, as far as stronu, deep. undloyed pleasure is

concerned, the aclvantage was with the boy, nol the astronomer
The summer evenings were long It was not dark yet Presently

Tom checked his whistle. A stranger rvas before hinr - a boy a

shade larger than himself A neu,comer of irny age or either sex

\\ as an impressive curiosity in the poor Iinle r,illage of St
Petersburg. This bo1, was well dressed too well dressed on a

s,eek-da! This was simply astounding. His cap was a dainty thing,
his close-buttoned blue cloth roLrndabout \\,as new and natty, and
so were his pantaloons. He had shoes on and yet it u,as only
Friday He even lvore a necktie. a bright bit of ribbon. He had a

cltified air about hin'r that ate inLo Tom's vitals The more Tom
starecl at the splendid marvel. the higher he turned up his nose at
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:-:ri. 11i the shabbier and shabbier his own outfit seemed to
. _r-ou Neither boy spoke. If one moved, the other moved

r-h sideu'ise. in ir circle They kept face to face and eye to
- .he tirre Finall1,, Tom said:

-..1 lick rou!'
. l:ke to see you try it.'
' :r; I can do it.'
'. rou can't. either.'
::: I can'
. \!r[ can t
.:..

: ,- a.1n t

n uncomfortable pause. Then Tom said:
\hat's your name?'
fisn't any of your business, maybe.'
\ell. I ']ow I'11 make it my business.'
\-eil. why don't you?'
i 1ou say much I will.'
,Iuch - much - much! There, now.'
)h. you think you're mighty smafi, don't you? I could lick you
one hand tied behind me, if I wanted to.'
t'ell. why don't you do it! You say you can do it.'
\ell. I will, if you fool with me.'
)h. ves - I've seen whole families in the same flx.'
imarty'! you think you're some r1ow, don't yo:u?'

)h. rvhat a hat!'
.'ou can iump that hat if you don't like it. I dare you to knock
: and anybody that'll take a dare will suck eggs.'
bu're a liar!'
.ou're another.'
lou're a flghting liar, and darn't take it up.'
,n'- take a walk!'
ar - if you give me much more of your sass, I'[ take and
:e a rock off'n your head.'
)h. of course you will.'
iill. I wili.'
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10 MARK TWAIN

'\\el1. u'hy don't you do it, then? What do you keep s,r'irg 1ou
ri.il1 lbrlr Why don't you r1o it'? It's because you're atiaid.'

I aln'r afraid.'
'\bu are'
'I arn't '

'You are.'
'Another pause. and more el,eing and sidling around each other.

Presen[1y they were shou]der to shoulder. Tom said:
'Get au,av fiom here!'
'Gct awav yourself!'
'l won't.'
'/ won't eirher'
So the)' sbod. each r.r'ith a l'oot placed at an angle as a brace.

and borh shor'ing with might and main, and -qlora,eting at each other
r,r'ith hate. But neithel could get at1 adyantage. Alter struggling ttlJ

both uere hot and flushed. each relaxed his strain with watchlul
caution. and Tom said:

'You're a coward and a pup. I'll tell my big brother on yolr.

and he can lam you with his little finger, and I'll make him do it,
too.

'What do I care for your big brother? l'\,e got a brother that's

big-uer than he is: and. rvhat's more. he can rhrow hin'r over that
l'ence. too.' (Both brothers were imaginarl'.)

That s a lie'
'Iour saying so don't make it so'
Tom drerv a line in the dust with his big toe, and said:
'I dare you to step over that, and I'll lick you till you can't

stand up Anybody that'11 take a clare will steal a sheep.'

The nerv boy stepped over promptly, and said:
'Nori lou sard you'd do it, now let's see you do it.'
'Don't. lou crowd nre, now, you better look out.'
'\\ell. rou said 1,ou'd do it - u'hy don't you do it?'
'B1 jingoes. for two cents I n,l/i do it'
The new boy took two brtrad coppers out of his pocket, and

held them out with derision
Tom struck them to the ground.
In an instant both boys were rolling and tumbling in the dirt,

gripped together like cats; and fbr the space of a minute they tugged
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::-:r Lrrher's haiI and clothes, punched and scratched
:J> and covered thenrsel\es with dust and glory.

- - ntir:ion took fbrm. and through the fog of battle
- r ilrrrc'd astride the new boy, and pounding him with

' '. said he

.:., stru-rgled to free hirnself. He rvas crying - mainll,

-:rl and the pounding werlt on
. : sir&nger got out a smothered "nufT!' and Torr leL

--..J \ou that'11 learn you Better look out who you're
- :.:\i trnre.

::r s ent otTbrushing the dustliomhis clothes, sobbing.

- , ;,rrrsionally looking back and shaking his head. and

- :.:r he qould do to Tom the 'next time he caught him
- -:l Tom responded with jeers, and starled off in high

- -i ioon as his back was turned the new boy snatched
i .:r.\\ it and hit him between the shoulders. and then

,rl ran iike an antelope Tom chased the traitor home,

-..; out vnhere he lived He then held a position at the
- : :rrne. daring the enemy to come outside: but the enemy

.:..\ at hir11 through the \r,indo\,. and declined. At last
i r:rrrher appeared. and ca1led Tom a bad, vicious. vulgiu
::r ed hinl a$ a\/. So he went away, but he said he "lowed'
i:-it hor

. :r.me pretty late that night, and when he climbed
1 et the u,indow. he uncovered an ambuscade in the
: tlurtr and when she saw the state his clothes were in.

-.-n to turn his Saturday holiday into captivity at hard
.:r:i adanranline in its lirmless.
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